CHUA NHAT THU 3 MUA VONG A

MEMORY VERSE
"Amen, | say to you, among those born of
women there has been none greater than
John the Baptist; yet the least in the kihgdom
of heaven is greater than he.”
Mt 11:11

Wﬁm&% =

HOC THUOC LONG
“T6i néi that véi anh em: trong s6 phdm nhan
da lot Iong me, chua tung ¢6 ai cao trong hon
ong Gio-an T8y Gid. Tuy nhién, k& nhd nhdt
tfrong Nudc Trdi cdn cao frong hon éng.”
Mt 11,11



FIRST READING
(Is 35:1-60a, 10)

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah:

The desert and the parched land will exult; the
steppe will rejoice and bloom. They will bloom
with abundant flowers, and rejoice with joyful
song. The glory of Lebanon will be given to
them, the splendor of Carmel and Sharon;
they will see the glory of the LORD, the
splendor of our God. Strengthen the hands
that are feeble, make firm the knees that are
weak, say to those whose hearts are
frightened: Be strong, fear not! Here is your
God, he comes with vindication; with divine
recompense he comes to save you. Then will
the eyes of the blind be opened, the ears of
the deaf be cleared; then will the lame leap
like a stag, then the tfongue of the mute wiill
sing.

Those whom the LORD has ransomed will
return and enter Zion singing, crowned with
everlasting joy; they will meet with joy and
gladness, sorrow and mourning will flee.

The Word of the Lord.

BAI DOC |
(Is 35,1-6a. 10)

Trich Sach Tién Tri I-sa-i-a:

Vui Ién ndo, hdi sa mac va déng kho cd chay,
ving dat hoang, hay mang 1o 116 béng, hay
fung bung nd hoa nhu khém hué, va hén
hoan mua nhdy reo hoé. Sa mac duoc tdng
ban dnh huy hodng cla ndi Li-bdng, vé ruc r&
cla nui Cdc-men va dong bdng Sa-ron. Thién
ha s& nhin thdy dnh huy hodng cla Duc
Chua, va vé ruc r& cla Thién Chua ching ta.
Hay Iadm cho nhiang ban tay rd rdi nén manh
mé, cho nhing ddu gd&i bdn ran duoc ving
vang. Hay ndi v&i nhing ké nhat gan: “Can
ddm lén, dung so! Thién Chua cla anh em
day rdi; sdp t&i ngay bdo phuc, ngdy Thién
Chua thuédng céng, phat 16i. Chinh Ngudi sé
dén cau anh em.” Bdy gid mdat ngudi mu md
ra, tai ngudi diéc nghe ducc. Bdy gid ké qué
s& nhdy nhét nhu nai, miéng ludi ngudi cam sé
reo ho. Vi cé nudc vot I1én trong sa mac, khe
sudi tudn ra gitra vung dat hoang vu.

Nhing ngudi duoc Buc Chua gidi thodt sé tré
vé, tién dén Xi-on gita tiéng hd reo, mat rang
r& niém vui vinh clu. Ho sé& duoc hén hé tuoi
cudi, dau khé va khoc than sé bién mdt.

DS 1a Ldi Chua.



SECOND READING
Jas 5:7-10)

A Reading from the Letter of Saint James:

Be patient, brothers and sisters, until the
coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits
for the precious fruit of the earth, being patient
with it untfil it receives the early and the late
rains. You too must be patient. Make your
hearts firm, because the coming of the Lord is
at hand. Do not complain, brothers and sisters,
about one another, that you may not be
judged. Behold, the Judge is standing before
the gates. Take as an example of hardship
and patience, brothers and sisters, the
prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord.

The Word of the Lord.

BAI DOC I
(Gc 5,7-10)

Trich Thu Cla Thdnh Gia-co-bé Téng Dé:

Thua anh em, xin anh em c kién nhan cho téi
ngdy Chua quang lam. Kia xem nhd néng, ho
kien nhé&n chd doi cho dat tré sinh hoa mau
quy gid: ho phdi doi cd mua dau mua 1an
mua cudi mua. Anh em cudng vay, hdy kién
nhdn va bén tédm ving chi, vi ngdy Chua
quang lam da gan t6i. Thua anh em, anh em
dimg phan ndn kéu trach 1dn nhau, dé khi bi
xét x. Kia Vi Thdm Phdan dang dung ngodi
cla. Thua anh em, vé stic chiu dung va long
kien nhdn, anh em hdy noi guong cdc ngdn st
I& nhing vi dd néi nhdn danh Chua.

DS 1a Ldi Chua.



GOSPEL
(Mt 11:2-11)

The Gospel According to St. Matthew:

When John the Baptist heard in prison of the
works of the Christ, he sent his disciples to Jesus
with this question, "Are you the one who is to
come, or should we look for another?” Jesus
said to them in reply, "Go and tell John what
you hear and see: the blind regain their sight,
the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, the deaf
hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have
the good news proclaimed to them. And
blessed is the one who takes no offense at
me.”

As they were going off, Jesus began to speak
to the crowds about John, "What did you go
out to the desert to see? A reed swayed by
the wind? Then what did you go out to see?
Someone dressed in fine clothing? Those who
wear fine clothing are in royal palaces. Then
why did you go out? To see a prophet? Yes, |
tell you, and more than a prophet. This is the
one about whom it is written: Behold, | am
sending my messenger ahead of you; he will
prepare your way before you. Amen, | say to
you, among those born of women there has
been none greater than John the Baptist; yet
the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater
than he.”

The Word of the Lord.

PHUC AM
Mt 11,2-11)
Tin Ming Chuda Giésu theo Thadnh Mdat-théu:

bang ngdi tu, ong Gio-an nghe biét nhing
viec Buc Kitd 1am, lién sai mon dé dén hoi
Ngudi rdng: “Thua Thdy, Thdy c6 that Ia Bdang
phdi dén khong, hay I& ching t6i con phadi doi
ai khac?” buc Giésu trd 16i: “*Cdc anh cu vé
thudt lai cho dng Gio-an nhimg diéu madt thay
tai nghe: Ngudi mU xem thdy, ké quée duoc di,
ngudi cui duoc sach, ké diéc dugc nghe,
ngudi chét séng lai, k& nghéo duoc nghe Tin
Ming, va phuc thay ngudi ndo khong vap
ngad vi téi.”

Ho di réi, Dac Giésu bdt ddu ndi véi dam dong
vé 6ng Gio-an rdng: “Anh em ra xem gi trong
hoang dia? Mot cdy sdy phdt pho frudc gid
chang? Thé thi anh em ra xem gi? Mot ngudi
mac gdm véc lua Id chang? Kia nhing ké
mac gdm voc lua la thi & trong cung dién nha
vua. Thé thi anh em ra xem gi? Mot vi ngon s
chang? bung thé dé; ma téi néi cho anh em
biét, day con hon cd ngdn st ntra. Chinh 6ng
I& ngudi Kinh Thanh da ndi téi khi chép rang:
Nay Ta sai st gid cua Ta di trudc mat Con,
ngudi s& don dudng cho Con dén. Toi ndi that
véi anh em: frong s6 phdam nhén daé lot Iong
me, chua tung ¢ ai cao frong hon 6ng Gio-
an T8y Gid. Tuy nhién, k& nhd nhdt trong Nudc
Tr&i cdn cao trong hon 6ng.”

DS 1a Ldi Chua.



Fill in the B4

Go and tell John what you hear and see: the blind regain their , the lame

, lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are , and the

poor have the good news proclaimed to them.

5 This is the one about whom it is written: Behold, | am sending my ahead of
' you; he will your way before you.

TRUE 0R FALSE

3 John the Baptist saw the works of Christ but he was sfill doubt about
' Him.

4, The least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than John the Bapfist.

UNDERLINE the correct answer(s)

Jesus is the one who is fo come because He

Healed the sick.
Raised the dead.

. Proclaimed the good news to the poor.

Was the messenger of God.
All of the above.
A, B, and C.

Jesus said: "...among those born of women there has been none
greater than John the Baptist” because John

A.
5. C
D.
E.
F.
A.
B.
6 C.
D.
E.
F.

Healed the sick.

Raised the dead.

Proclaimed the good news to the poor.
Was the messenger of God.

All of the above

A,Band C.



Didn vio chd TRUNG

Cdc anh ¢ vé thudt lai cho ong Gio-an nhimg diéu mdt thdy tai nghe: Ngudi mu
1. , ké que ., Ngudi cui duoc sach, ké diéc duoc nghe, ngudi chét
, k& nghéo duoc nghe Tin Ming.

5 Chinh 6ng I& ngudi Kinh Thdnh da néi téi khi chép rang: Nay Ta sai cula Ta
' di truéc mat Con, ngudi sé cho Con dén.
DUNG HAY SAI
Gio-an Tdy Gid da chimg kién cdc viec Chua Kitd Iam nhung é6ng vén
hé nghi vé Ngai.
4, K& nhd nhat trong nudce 1rdi codn cao trong hon Gio-an Tdy Gid.

GACH DUOI ciu tri lai diing:

Chua Giésu lIa Bang phdi dén bai vi Ngadi
A. Chuta lanh ké bénh tat,

Cho ké chét séng lai.

Loan bdo Tin Mimng cho ké nghéo.

L& st gid cua Thién Chua.

Tat cd cde cau trén.

Cau A,Bva C.

nTmo QO

Chua Giésu ndi: *.. frong s6 phdam nhan da lot ldbng me, chua ting
c6 ai cao trong hon éng Gio-an Tdy Gid” vi Gio-an

Chuta lanh ké bénh tat,

Cho ké chét séng lai.

Loan bdo Tin Ming cho ké nghéo.
L& st gid clia Thién Chua.

Tat cd cdc cau trén.
CauA,BvaC.

Tmo O ® >



Word SEARCH Q

MEMORY VERSE
"Amen, | say tfo you, among those born of
women there has been none greater than
John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom
of heaven is greater than he.”

Mt 11:11

HOC THUOC LONG
*Téi ndi that véi anh em: frong s& phdm nhan
da lot Iong me, chua tung cd ai cao frong hon
ong Gio-an Tdy Gid. Tuy nhién, k& nhd nhat
frong Nudc Trdi con cao trong hon 6ng.”

Mt 11,11
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REFLECTIONS

FIRST READING

Sometimes when we are in frouble or in danger, our hands
shake and our knees feel like jello. But if we could hear a firm
and friendly voice saying, “Be strong, fear not! Here is your | nothing sad or tragic would
God,” we would bg better able to Qndure whatever came our ever happen to you or to
way. The prophet in foday’s reading wants God’s people to . .
know that God will deliver them from their troubles. Sorrow | Someone in your family? What
and sickness and fear will all be left behind as the people | does it mean for you?

joyfully follow the Lord. It is very tempting to give in to fear,
and there seem to be no lack of good reasons for being fearful. However, Jesus told us many
times, "Do not be afraid.” Why do you think he told us this many times? What is Jesus calling us
to? (Note: lack of fear does not mean being reckless with our lives or the lives of others.) Imagine
yourself going through life full of fear. What would you be like as a person? How would you act?
Now imagine yourself going through life with frust in God. What would you be like? How would
you act? Does trust in God mean that nothing sad or fragic would ever happen 1o you or to
someone in your family? What does it mean for you?

Does trust in God mean that

Is there someone you know who might need to hear this Advent message, “Be strong, fear not!
Here is your God!” today? How could you share this message ?

SECOND READING

If you have ever planted a garden, you know how patient a farmer must be. Once the seed is
planted, the farmer can only tend it carefully and wait. Complaining about the weather or
judging the people who sold him or her the seeds will not make the harvest come any faster.

As we celebrate Advent and look forward to Christ’s coming again, we, too, must be patient
and avoid judging one another. The kingdom of God grows slowly, day by day, around us and
within us.

The word “patience” comes from a word that means “to
How are you called to be suffer.” This gives us the idea that patience is not always easy!
Here the apostle James urges us to be patient with ourselves
patient  with yourself this | (“Steady your hearts”), others, and even with the Lord. It is,
Advent? with others? with | offer all, his kingdom that seems so slow in coming! How are
God? you called to be patient with yourself this Advent? with others?
041 with God? You might also reflect on ways God and others are
being patient with you!




GOSPEL

When he wants to assure John the Baptist that he truly is the
Messiah, Jesus quotes passages from the book of Isaiah. These
passages picture the time of the Messiah as marked by the
same kind of works that Jesus is doing. Jesus heals the blind,
the lame, the deaf, and the lepers. He raises the dead and
proclaims the good news to the poor. These loving deeds are
proof of his identity.

Because John has opened people’s hearts to the Savior’s
coming, Jesus says that John is the greatest of the prophets.

Jesus heals the blind, the
lame, the deaf, and the lepers.
He raises the dead and
proclaims the good news to the
poor. These loving deeds are
proof of his identity.

We, too, can be like John, and as Jesus said, even greater than John, when we share Jesus’

mission of making God’s kingdom come.

In our American culture, we have all kinds of heroes. We have sports heroes. We have movie
stars and TV stars. We might even say we have pretend heroes and real-life heroes. The people
of Jesus’ time were looking for heroes, too. So they asked Jesus, “Are you the real one?” The
Gospel lists some actions of Jesus, the actions of a real-life hero. What are the actions you look
for in a real-life hero? How are these actions like the actions of Jesus?




St. John of the Cross

December 14"
Y

John was born at Fontiveros, in Spain and was the son of a
weaver, He went to a school for poor children and became a
servant to the director of the hospital at Medina. For seven
years, John cared for the poor in the hospital while also studying
at a Jesuit college.

Even as a youth, he liked to do penance as he understood the
value of offering up sufferings for the love of Jesus. Because of
this great love of God John joined the Lay Carmelite order as a
brother when he was twenty-one.

With St. Teresa of Avila, St. John of the Cross was chosen by God
to bring a new spirit of eagerness among religious. But his life was
full of tests and frials.

Although he opened new monasteries where people followed
his holy way of life, they found fault with him and thought that
some of his ideas were too strict,

He was even thrown into prison and made to suffer terribly. At one time, when he had fierce
temptations, God seemed to have left him alone and he suffered greatly.

Yet when these storms of tfrouble passed, the Lord rewarded his faithful servant. He gave him
deep peace and joy of heart and John was very close to his God. In fact, Mother Mary herself
showed John how to escape from his prison cell.

St. John had a wonderful way with sinners. Once a beautiful but sinful woman tried to make him
do wrong. He talked to her and decided to change her life.

Another lady had such a bad temper that she was nicknamed “the terrible.” Yet St. John was
easily able to calm her down by his kind manners.

John asked God to let him suffer every day for love of Jesus. And to reward him, Jesus showed
himself to St. John in a special way.

This saint is famous for his spiritual books, which show us how to grow close to God. He died on
December 14, 1591 and John is now known as a Doctor of the Church.
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